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THE ASHEVILLE AVALANCHE 

 
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE  

ASHEVILLE SKI CLUB 
 September 2023 

  www.ashevilleskiclub.com 

 

President’s Message 

  Greetings, 

I want to introduce myself as your new club President – I’m 
Scott Hinkle and am happy to be serving on your Executive 
Committee. There is a short bio about me on page 3 of the  
Newsletter, so enough about me and more about the club. 
 

I want to thank Tyler Melton for his hard work as President and 
we are lucky he is staying on as Past President. Vice President 
David Lee and I recently met over some beers to map out the 
next year – we have some great ideas to share with you soon! 
Our club is looking for two leaders: Treasurer and Social        
Committee Chair. If you are ready to join the team, just contact 
me. The Treasurer position will be mentored, so if you can balance your checkbook – we need 
you! The Social Committee Chair will help us organize monthly happy hours and other fun  
activities like mountain biking, movie night, rafting, and weekend trips to NC ski areas. 

 

As I write this, leaves are falling at my house at 3100 feet – signaling that Fall 2023 is on its 
way, with snow hopefully to follow soon. In addition to hitting the NC slopes, we have some 
spectacular and affordable trips scheduled. October is Ireland and if you have not been to 
Temple Bar in Dublin you need to sign up, now! Then in December is the Crescent Ski Council 
Steamboat, CO race/ski/board camp. So, dust off your cowboy hat and wax your boards! 

 

Next up is the Crescent Ski Council Taos, NM trip in mid-January (I’ve signed up for this 
one and would love to take some turns with club members). Early March is Mt. Bachelor, 
OR, and you guessed it, I’ll be on this one, too, so get signed up before we run out of space. 
Lastly, for our 2023- 2024 snow sports trips agenda, is the world-famous Breckenridge         
in CO at the end of March. Get your application in and we may have a one-day add-on           
introduction to backcountry organized for you by then. 
 

But wait, there’s more! May brings our trip to Iceland – just think hot springs, the world’s 
happiest country, and of course lots of ice.  

 

Bottoms up! Cheers, Scott Hinkle   jscotthinkle@gmail.com 
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NEXT MEETING 
 

 Date: Tuesday, September 12, 2023  

          Location:  Highland Brewery Meadows          

 Time:  5:30—8:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  www.ashevilleskiclub.com 

 

Our September social will be held on Sept. 12 at 5:30 pm 

at Highland Brewery in the meadow. We will provide    

pizzas - please bring a side item or desert.  
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Newsletter Editor’s Notes 
 

 

As we finished up August we went from HOT weather to WET weather, 

which we needed pretty badly after a dry spell.  Now that kids are going 

back to school let’s hope for some local COLD weather this ski season… 
 

But, enough about the weather. The big news is that we have a new            

president. I know you would all like to learn more about Scott Hinkle.  

 

Here is a write up of his background, in his own words: 
 

Hi Club Members, I am Scott Hinkle, your new club President. I am a retired 

graduate school professor and international mental health worker. I co-led 

the death certificate process in NYC right after 9/11 for the American Red 

Cross and have trained trauma counselors in Asia, Africa, and Europe. I       

directed the clinical mental health counseling residency program at the 

only hospital in Bhutan for 11 years. I’ve written several academic books 

and published my share of journal articles (also called tenure fodder).  

Now that those days are behind me, it’s think snow! ***** 
 

On the non-professional side, I taught whitewater kayaking at the Nantahala Outdoor Center 

for 8 years and pushed a little rubber down the river in my day. I skied for a couple of decades 

and then crossed over to the dark side, dragging my knuckles on slopes all over North Ameri-

ca and Canada. I also am an avid mountain biker, runner, and an Orvis Certified fly-fishing 

guide. I have stood in knee-deep snow fishing the Blue River in Colorado in the morning – and 

then got some turns in at Copper Mountain in the afternoon. 
 

Thank you for putting your trust in me!   Scott Hinkle 

 

Tom back again. Scott has some serious creds, eh? Don’t forget our great upcoming trips. 

 

 

 

 

Tom Bushar  tbushar@gmail.com 

 

Tom Bushar            
Avalanche Editor  

Scott Hinkle 
president 
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Susan’s Event Report and Update 
 

 

Please join me at the Crescent Fall Convention. All ASC members are welcome.  There are 
morning meetings for those interested in Racing and Crescent trips.  Saturday evening is a 
costume party that is always a good time.  See page 8 for more details. Please send your           
registration to me and I will submit the registrations for the entire club.   

Winter is coming and we have some great ski trips planned for you! The Courmayeur trip 
is waitlisted but we have space available to our other club destinations.  

Breckenridge is a great all-terrain mountain with a quaint ski town. Our accommodations 
are across the street from the slopes! The price is a bargain for spring skiing.  

The Mount Bachelor trip has space available and will be a super fun time with one of our 
younger trip leaders, Danny Muse. Check it out!!! 

Susan  susanmac2@gmail.com 
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 ASHEVILLE SKI CLUB LEADERSHIP CONTACTS 

2023-2024 updated 08/27/23 

  

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

President (seeking replacement) Scott Hinkle   jscotthinkle@gmail.com  

Vice Pres (seeking replacement) David Lee   avlskiclub@gmail.com 

Treasurer (seeking replacement) Bill Melton    skibill@charter.net  

  Secretary   Susan Slettedal/Greg Caspers 357susan@att.net 

ggcaspers@gmail.com   

 Past President   Tyler Melton   avlskiclub@gmail.com   

   

BOARD MEMBERS  

Chairman   Liisa Andreassen   liisas66@gmail.com    

Max Pennington   maxepenn@gmail.com    

     Sunny Ruble   connieruble@hotmail.com   

     John Godts   jgodts63@gmail.com 

      Andy Crum   afcrum82@gmail.com 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS    

Newsletter   Tom Bushar   tbushar@gmail.com                    

Membership   Max & Emmalyn Pennington maxepenn@gmail.com   

Webmaster    Tyler Melton   avlskiclub@gmail.com                    

  

CLUB TRIPS 

 Club Trips Chair   Susan Macdonald Robinson susanmac2@gmail.com  

 Club Trips Leaders  Danny Muse   danielpmuse@gmail.com  

    David Lee   tndave9@gmail.com  

      

 RACING    

    Race Director   Erik Sandstedt                        sweski@gmail.com   

    Junior Race Captain  Doug MacMillan    dpmacmillan@earthlink.net  

   Special Olympics   Sam Lloyd    zlloyd@windstream.net  

  

   

CRESCENT REPRESENTATIVE 

    Crescent Rep   Paul Dobson   paultdobson@gmail.com   

       

 CRESCENT TRIPS CHAIR    Susan Macdonald Robinson susanmac2@gmail.com 
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Asheville Ski Club 
Membership Application 

www.ashevilleskiclub.com; ashskiclub@gmail.com 

Mail to:   

Membership Membership Type & fees:  

Asheville Ski Club  $  Single $35 

P.O. Box 211  $  Family $60 

Asheville , NC 28802  $  Junior $15(under 18 not part 
  of a family membership) 

Payment method:  $  Racer fee $35 per racer 

 Cash   

 Check  $  Total 

 
 

 

Last Name  First Name 

Last Name - spouse  First Name 

Address  City State Zip Code 

Primary contact: Home phone   Cell Phone  

Primary email address   

Spouse contact: Home phone   Cell Phone  

Spouse email address   

 

Children names (if members) 

Do you understand and agree that the information given here will be shared in the Asheville Ski Club Directory?  yes  no 

I am interested in the following activities: 

 day ski trips,  long distance trips,  racing,  learn to ski programs,  hiking,  bicycling,  camping 

Other   

Long distance resort/ski town trip request(s):  

  Waiver 
By signing this Application for membership in the WNC Skiing and Outing Club, I agree and understand that the Club is a voluntary 

organization, composed of and run by volunteers. I also understand that the Officers and the members have no professional or special 

training in conducting Club activities and do not hold themselves out as having such. I acknowledge that the skiing and outdoor 

sports have certain innate dangers and I understand these risks. I hereby release the Asheville Ski Club and the WNC Skiing and 

Outing Club, Inc. from any and all liability for any injury that I, or any member of my family, may incur as a result of participating in 

any Club activities, including economic loss. I understand and agree that the information given here is truthful and honest to the best 

of my knowledge and will be shared in the Club Directory. 

Signature:  Date:   

Signature (spouse if also joining):  Date:   

Guardian (if child is under 18 years old):  Date:   
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CSC Fall Conference 

October 27-29, 2023, Glenstone Lodge in Gatlinburg, TN  
 

For ASC members wanting to register and go to the fall conference Susan will serve as           
the contact person and collect registration and payment. Her contact information is                                          
susanmac2@gmail.com or 828-275-4327.   

 
  

         

 

2023 FALL LEADERSHIP & TRAINING CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
(Hosted by the Knoxville Ski & Outing Club-KSOC) 

 

Friday, October 27 
3:00 pm:             Hotel Check-in 
2:00 – 5:30pm:   Executive Committee Meeting 
                           Executive/Hospitality Suite 
4:00 – 6:00 pm:  Conference Registration  
6:00 – ?           :  Dinner and bars on your own  

Saturday, October 28 

8:45 am – Meet in Lobby for Hike 

9:00 am Saturday Daytime 9 am - 2 pm 
Hike in East Tennessee (guided by KSOC) You 
will need a Parking Pass to be purchased 
through the Park website. OR 

1:00 pm – Meet at Ole Smokey 
Moonshine Distillery (903 Parkway, 
Gatlinburg-next Dick’s Last Resort) to 
attend a Moonshine Tasting & Tour.  

Saturday, October 28 
6:30 – 8:30 am:  **Breakfast Options 
Glenstone Lobby: Mountain Trail Pizza 
Offsite:  
Log Cabin Pancake House down street from 
Glenstone, opens at 7 am, takeout available or 
Sidney James Mountain Lodge up street from 
Glenstone, takeout available 
Or bring your own – refrigerators and microwaves 
provided in your hotel rooms. 

**Pay on your own 

Saturday Afternoon 5:00-6:00 pm:  

Vendor Trade Show Setup 

Vendors and Trade Show workers only! 

Saturday Evening 6:00-9:00 pm:  

Vendor Trade Show 
Meet with the Vendors of our industry to discuss 
what’s new and plan your club’s upcoming trips 
and activities.  

Hot and Cold Hors D’oeuvres, Snacks 
Wine & Beer Provided 

Saturday, October 28 

Meetings  

Water stations provided 

8:30-11:30 am: Admin. Meeting, Club Forum 
Azalea Room (Right off the Lobby) 

8:30 am – 4:00 pm:  Committee Meetings 

Racing: Dogwood 2 (Far End past Pool: Access 
Thru Pool) Race Workers Meeting will follow 
conclusion of Committee Meeting 

Trips: Dogwood 1 (Access Thru Pool, Across 
from Pool 

11: 30 pm: Lunch for Meetings 
(Food delivered to meeting rooms) 

Saturday Night DJ/Dance Party 9:00 -
11:30 pm 
Come dance and socialize with our clubs and 
fabulous Vendors in your Halloween finery! 
Desserts, Wine, & Beer Provided 

Sunday, October 29 Breakfast & BOD 
Meeting 

7:15 – 8:30 am:  Log Cabin Pancake House at 
327 Airport Rd. (0.2mile walk/be weather 
prepared) 

**Breakfast: 2 Reps from each club will be given 
breakfast tickets at the Trade Show for paid for 
breakfast. Clubs that have additional people to 
attend - Send in $15.00 per person.  

9:00 am: CSC Fall Board Meeting,  
Azalea Room 

12:00 noon:  Hotel check-out 

 

mailto:susanmac2@gmail.com


9 

 



10 

 



11 

 



12 

 



13 

Asheville Ski and Outing Club presents Courmayeur Italy 2024 
 

Courmayeur Ski Resort Italy 
Courmayeur ski resort in the famed Aosta valley Italy 
is perfectly located on the sunny side of the Monte 
Bianco (Mont Blanc) massif. Courmayeur is a beautiful, 
refined town with an adventurous, big mountain spirit. 
Excellent lift access from near the center of Courma-
yeur provides both family-friendly & action-packed 
skiing & snowboarding within minutes of leaving your 
accommodation. The ski terrain combines 1,545m   
vertical descents from the main ski resort area and 
huge, challenging off-piste descents of over 2,150m 
vertical from Punta Helbronner on the flanks of Monte 
Bianco. 
 
JAN 28-FEB 4,2024 
Land Package $896.00 
7 NIGHTS LODGING  
3-star hotel Courmayeur, 2 per hotel room 
Breakfast and Dinner daily 
Bus transfers from Milan 
Lift Tickets are NOT included 
 
 
 
Nice is one of the best places to visit in France to   
experience la belle vie (the good life). From           
wandering the quaint cobblestone streets to 
strolling the famous Promenade des Anglais, the 
joys of spending time in this beautiful coastal city 
are endless. Nice has a mild climate year round. 
 
Optional Extension to Nice 
FEB 4 -7,2024 
Land Package  $285.00 
3 Nights Lodging at the 4-star Hotel Splendid 
Hotel taxes 
Breakfast Daily 
Bus transfer from Courmayeur 
Transfer to  Nice Airport 
 
Air from Asheville to Milan and back from Nice to Asheville $1041.00  American/British Air 
To register: complete contract (next page) and mail deposit to Susan Robinson  
  
 For more information contact Susan Robinson susanmac2@gmail.com 
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Member Business Cards 
 

We welcome you to share your business card by having it published in the Asheville Avalanche 
monthly newsletter.  Just send a copy of your card to Tom Bushar at tbushar@gmail.com. 
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ASC/Kit Lenders Offer 

 

Kit Lenders has offered us discounts for Asheville Ski Club members to rent "soft" wear 
like jackets, pants, gloves, and helmets. Also for summer gear as well. They will give us a 
10% rebate back that goes directly to the club as a fundraiser. 

We have added the promotion to the Perks tab. 

https://www.kitlender.com/ashevilleskiclub/ to sign up. 
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GoBE Campers is a new company specializing in building affordable, lightweight      
fiberglass campers that are easy to maintain, ultra-functional, and have maximum           
storage options.  Our design and craftsmanship center around simplicity, functionality, 
and comfort.   

 

If you are interested in learning more about this unique camper trailer or renting one 
and experiencing it firsthand, please contact me. 

 

Craig DeJong                gobecampers.com 

cell  919-636-0331      Instagram.com/gobecampers     
email  craigwdejong@gmail.com   Facebook.com/gobecampers 

      

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

 


