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President’s Message 
 

Happy 2024 Skiers and Boarders! 
 
The North Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia slopes are full-
tilt! Cupp Run at Snowshoe opened this weekend. New England 
is having a great start to Winter 2024 and a few hills out west 
are 100% open – so wax your boards! Flipside in Maggie Valley 
just tuned my board, and it looks great (remember to tell them 
you are a member for a 10% discount on hard goods!). The Bird 
is a new ski shop next door to Flipside and has high-end skis for 
rent, demo, and sale. 

 
I recently completed an Avy Rescue course at Bald 
Mountain near Breckenridge. We buried transceivers, found them, and               
practiced multi-victim rescues. Those of you interested in a one-day                    
introduction to skiing or boarding in the backcountry can contact Colorado     
Adventure Guides in Silverthorne: 
https://www.coloradoadventureguides.com/.                                                                                  
They provide all the gear and expert instruction. 
 
 

Our Breckenridge and Mt. Bachelor trips still have openings! If you would like a club long-
sleeve t-shirt or ball cap to wear on any club trips, send me an email, your size, and $15 for 
each item and I will get them in the mail. 
 
The club is looking for leaders! If you would like to get more involved, send me an email and 
we will hook you up. We also need a new newsletter editor. Tom Bushar has served in this   
capacity for 10 years and is looking to pass this post on to another member - he will get you 
started – so give me or Tom a shout if you would like to fill his big shoes! 
 
Think Snow, 
 
Scott Hinkle jscotthinkle@gmail.com 
 
See next page for some additional comments from Scott 
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President’s Message Continued 
 

Big race this weekend at Sugar Mountain in Banner Elk! Here is the skinny and BIG thanks to 
our race director Erik Sandstedt (see more detail in his report pages 9-11): 

HOST RESORT 

Sugar Mountain Resort 

Racing Dates: 

Saturday, January 6th: Slalom 

Div II: Oma’s Meadow; Div I: Sugar Slalom 

Sunday, January 7th: GS 

Div II: Oma’s Meadow; Div I: Sugar Slalom 

Times: 

8:00 am - lifts open 

8:00 - 8:50 am - course inspection 

8:40 am - racer meeting 

9:00 am - race start 

Awards: 

Awards presentation will occur on the deck, weather permitting. 
 

DISCOUNT TICKET SALES 

Location: 3rd floor, Sugar Lodge 

Time: 7:00 am - 8:30 am 

Rates: 

Adult group rate: $70 

Jr. (12 and under): $50 (must request this rate to receive it) 

Notes: 

CASH Preferred. There will be a credit card machine, but it slows down the line. 

Skier’s name must be printed on each ticket. No resale of any tickets allowed. 

Price is for single day tickets only. No discounted multi-day tickets are available. 

NASTAR 

NASTAR for the general public will be held on Oma’s Meadow after the completion of the 
Crescent races. General public NASTAR registration is at the top of the racecourse or in the 
ski/snowboard school building. 

RACE WORKERS 

Historically, a small advance team of race workers will be allowed on lifts early with the     
remaining race workers to be allowed on at 7:45 am. 

 

See you this weekend at Sugar – bring home the hardware ASSC racers!!! 
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NEXT MEETING 
 

 NO MEETING IN JANUARY. NEXT MEETING IN FEBRUARY  

 Date: TBD 

          Time:  TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  www.ashevilleskiclub.com 
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Newsletter Editor’s Notes 
 

It sounds like our club is set for a good ski season again this year. 

However, I probably won’t be a big part of it. I am beginning to see 

that the risk/reward ratio is changing in my 82nd year. I am still an 

avid hiker so I won’t be idle. I can’t tell you how much I have enjoyed 

my position as Avalanche newsletter editor for the past ten years.  

I have tried to do my best to support all of you who have served as 

trip leaders, racing leaders and other officers. I have generally done 

so with humor poked at myself and anyone else who happens to be 

within target range.  Now we are looking for a member with some 

computer skills to take over this fun job.  

I will be available to train the lucky person on how I do the editing using 

Microsoft Publisher, although there could be other superior software alternatives. Beyond 

the software it’s just a matter of watching for grammatical or spelling errors in the write-ups 

sent to me by others. 

 

What each of you members need to do is get on board one of the great trips ahead. Read   

Susan’s trip update and the racing details from Scott Hinkle and Erik Sandstedt.  

 

And, while you are at it, have a great 2024!!  

 

Tom Bushar 

Tom Bushar            
Avalanche Editor  
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 ASHEVILLE SKI CLUB LEADERSHIP CONTACTS 

2023-2024 updated 01/03/24 

  

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

President    Scott Hinkle   jscotthinkle@gmail.com  

Vice Pres (seeking replacement) David Lee   avlskiclub@gmail.com 

Treasurer (seeking replacement) Bill Melton    skibill@charter.net  

  Secretary   Susan Slettedal/Greg Caspers 357susan@att.net 

ggcaspers@gmail.com   

 Past President   Tyler Melton   avlskiclub@gmail.com   

   

BOARD MEMBERS  

Chairman   Liisa Andreassen   liisas66@gmail.com    

Max Pennington   maxepenn@gmail.com    

     Sunny Ruble   connieruble@hotmail.com   

     John Godts   jgodts63@gmail.com 

      Andy Crum   afcrum82@gmail.com 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS    

Newsletter   (SEEKING REPLACEMENT)  tbushar@gmail.com                    

Membership   OPEN    

Webmaster    Tyler Melton   avlskiclub@gmail.com                    

  

CLUB TRIPS 

 Club Trips Chair   Susan Macdonald Robinson susanmac2@gmail.com  

 Club Trips Leaders  Danny Muse   danielpmuse@gmail.com  

    David Lee   tndave9@gmail.com  

      

 RACING    

    Race Director   Erik Sandstedt                        sweski@gmail.com   

    Junior Race Captain  Doug MacMillan    dpmacmillan@earthlink.net  

   Special Olympics   Sam Lloyd    zlloyd@windstream.net  

  

   

CRESCENT REPRESENTATIVE 

    Crescent Rep   Paul Dobson   paultdobson@gmail.com   

       

 CRESCENT TRIPS CHAIR    Susan Macdonald Robinson susanmac2@gmail.com 
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                                          Asheville Ski & Snowboard Club 

Membership Application 

www.ashevilleskiclub.com; ashskiclub@gmail.com 

Mail to:     

Membership Membership Type & fees:  

Asheville Ski Club  $  Single $35 

P.O. Box 211  $  Family $60 

Asheville, NC 28802  $  Junior $15(under 18 not part 

  of a family membership) 

Payment method:  $  Racer fee $35 per racer 

 Cash   

 Check  $  Total 

 
 

 

Last Name  First Name 

Last Name - spouse  First Name 

Address  City State Zip Code 

Primary contact: Home phone   Cell Phone  

Primary email address   

Spouse contact: Home phone   Cell Phone  

Spouse email address   

 

Children names (if members) 

Do you understand and agree that the information given here will be shared in the Asheville Ski Club Directory?  yes  no 

I am interested in the following activities: 

 day ski trips,  long distance trips,  racing,  learn to ski programs,  hiking,  bicycling,  camping 

Other   

Long distance resort/ski town trip request(s):  

  Waiver 
By signing this Application for membership in the WNC Skiing and Outing Club, I agree and understand that the Club is a voluntary 

organization, composed of and run by volunteers. I also understand that the Officers and the members have no professional or special 

training in conducting Club activities and do not hold themselves out as having such. I acknowledge that the skiing and outdoor 

sports have certain innate dangers and I understand these risks. I hereby release the Asheville Ski Club and the WNC Skiing and 

Outing Club, Inc. from any and all liability for any injury that I, or any member of my family, may incur as a result of participating in 

any Club activities, including economic loss. I understand and agree that the information given here is truthful and honest to the best 

of my knowledge and will be shared in the Club Directory. 

Signature:  Date:   

Signature (spouse if also joining):  Date:   

Guardian (if child is under 18 years old):  Date:   
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Susan’s Event Report and Update 
 

If you have not decided on a ski and snowboard trip with ASSC for 2024 please let us know that you are 
interested in one of our North America destinations.  We are quickly approaching deadlines for both 
the Mount Bachelor and Breckenridge trips.  Newsflash! I have one complementary five day lift ticket 
for the next person who signs up for the Breckenridge trip! We still have places available on both 
Breckenridge and Mount bachelor trips. This newsletter has all of the information for the trips and the 
contracts.  Please send me an email with your interest so I can save a room for 
you! susanmac2@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

There’s a reason Breckenridge is often 

listed as one of the prettiest towns in 

America. Main Street is the heart of the 

historic district where over 200 buildings 

from the mining era are preserved and 

loved. Today they are boutiques, coffee 

shops, restaurants and stores.  

 

 

If you’re pining for winter magic, let Bend, Oregon, cast its spell on you. 

Whether you’re hungry for fresh powder or craving a quiet, après drink around the fire, 

fill your appetite—and your soul—with a winter vacation in Bend. 

The mountains around Bend get about 30 feet of snow per year, while the city receives 

less than 30 inches. This magnificent contrast sets the stage for your most diverse 

winter vacation ever. 
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Susan’s Trips Update (continued) 
 

 

Taos 2024 has 99 people signed up and space available if you would like to join. 

 

Iceland trip has 34 people signed up  The price goes up November 20 so please sign 
up before the 20th if you have an interest in going 

 

2025 January Ski week will be at Big Sky. Prices will roll out in the spring 

 

2025 adventure trip will be to Alaska ballpark price, 5500 to 6500. 

 

Spring convention will be in Myrtle Beach as before.  
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Comments from Race Director Erik Sandstedt 

 

New and old racers it's time to start our race season at Sugar Mountain on January 6-7th. 
 Slalom is on Saturday and Giant slalom on Sunday.  

• Our first race at Appalachian Ski Mountain in December got cancelled due to warm weather.  

• If you are planning to race this season please click the link below and sign up. It will be the 
same link for every race. 

• Be sure to pay Asheville ski club membership fee and race fee before signing up, If you             
haven't done so click the link below 

• If you are not planning to race but would like to come and ski you can sign up below for 
a discounted lift ticket. See link below. 

• If you sign up I will put you on the race emailing list. If you don’t sign up but would like             
to receive race emails please shoot me an email with your name and your email 
to sweski@gmail.com and I will put you on the mailing list.  

• The deadline for signing up will be Monday at 8 pm. (Always Monday before a race) No late 
registration will be available. 

• And be sure you can race before you sign up. We will get penalized for no-show racers and 
create problems with potential gate keeping duties.  

• After the sign-up I will send out all race/resort/ticket information for each race with            
everything you need to know. 

• Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns you might have. 

 

    Erik Sandstedt, Race Director  sweski@gmail.com 

 

Asheville Member Ship Fee: 

https://www.ashevilleskiclub.com/membership/racer-fee 

 

Race Sign-up and Discount Group Lift Tickets: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1h99jBapYb2ksEsqTOvOt9ZTTslIyh04CtrtUxevbxJ
8/edit?usp=sharing 

 

See Sugar race details next page. 
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Club ASHE Click Here:  to go to New Racer registration.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1h99jBapYb2ksEsqTOvOt9ZTTslIyh04CtrtUxevbxJ8/edit?usp=sharing

Race Sugar Racers with Current Crescent Handicap Non-Racer Lift Ticket

Flight CSC CSC Current

Number Day 21/22? Name Handicap Waiver? Member? NASTAR ID Day Name

1 AMON, NICK 48.39 YES NO AMO184 Both Mary Andreae

2 Both CLAXTON, JAMES 31.73 YES Yes CLA44 Both Oliver Andreae

3 Sun COLE, TADD 50.13 YES Yes COL3780 Both Jack Sandstedt

4 FORD, TED 20.57 YES Yes FOR2144 Both Andy Thompson

5 Both GARNES, BARRY 37.98 YES NO GAR3045 Both Sherry Garnes

6 Sun HARRISON, DAVID 16.26 YES Yes HAR5750

7 Both HENRY, ERIC 59.85 YES Yes HEN3112

8 MACMILLAN, ALASTAIR 47.18 YES NO MAC3315

9 Both MELTON, BILL> 63.59 YES Yes MEL19

10 Both ROLAND, BOBBY> 14.08 YES Yes ROL558

11 ROSSI, FRANCO> 20.13 YES NO ROS3392

12 Both SANDSTEDT, ERIK 11.84 YES Yes SAN549

13 Both SANDSTEDT, MIA 43.05 YES Yes SAN2776

14 SANDSTEDT, MICHAEL 42.18 YES NO SAN2395

15 SCHIEREN, CHARLIE< 29.18 YES NO SCH12818

16 SCHIEREN, WALKER 83.98 YES NO SCH16077

17 TEPER, GLEB ROMAN 73.04 YES NO
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Member Business Cards and Other Service Providers 
 

We welcome you to share your business card by having it published in the Asheville Avalanche 
monthly newsletter.  Just send a copy of your card to Tom Bushar at tbushar@gmail.com. 
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ASC/Kit Lenders Offer 

 

Kit Lenders has offered us discounts for Asheville Ski Club members to rent "soft" wear 
like jackets, pants, gloves, and helmets. Also for summer gear as well. They will give us a 
10% rebate back that goes directly to the club as a fundraiser. 

We have added the promotion to the Perks tab. 

https://www.kitlender.com/ashevilleskiclub/ to sign up. 
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GoBE Campers is a new company specializing in building affordable, lightweight      
fiberglass campers that are easy to maintain, ultra-functional, and have maximum           
storage options.  Our design and craftsmanship center around simplicity, functionality, 
and comfort.   

 

If you are interested in learning more about this unique camper trailer or renting one 
and experiencing it firsthand, please contact me. 

 

Craig DeJong                gobecampers.com 

cell  919-636-0331      Instagram.com/gobecampers     
email  craigwdejong@gmail.com   Facebook.com/gobecampers 

      

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

 


