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President’s Message 

Season's Greetings, 
 

Happy New Year!  I hope this message finds you all happy, healthy, 
recharged from the holidays, and ready for what 2022 is set to 
bring!  Last year brought many obstacles and challenges as the  
pandemic continued to rear its ugly head.  I appreciate every one of 
you for your continued support for the Asheville Ski Club and I 
promise to make 2022 one of the most exciting years yet for the 
club! 

New Year’s Resolution?  You might ask.  Well, we as a club have 
picked “growth” as our resolution!  Last year our membership  
numbers fluctuated like a wave pool, however this was expected as 
the pandemic continued to dampen plans.  We are resilient, I feel 
confident this year we can grow our club exponentially and it starts 
with all of us.   

Participation in club events promotes networking, sharing and promoting across social media, and 
simple word of mouth helps get our name and mission out in the community.  If you have ideas or 
suggestions that would help promote and grow our club do not hesitate to shoot us an email, we are 
excited to hear from you! 

A quick note on trips as we approach our full calendar of winter trips, I encourage all who are                
participating to reach out to your trip leader and tour operator for the latest information on the    
status of the trips.  Omicron is trying its best to flip the world upside down.  Many countries and 
states are rapidly changing protocols and the chances of these affecting your trip are very high.     
Stay up to date on your itineraries and make sure you have completed all the necessary require-
ments so you can travel and have a great time on your trip! 

                                                      

See more of my comments next page... 
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President’s Message (continued) 
 

The ASC Race Team looked more like a golf team for the first race of the season at Appalachian 
Mountain.  The unseasonably warm temperatures prevented the mountain from making and   
retaining snow, thus having to cancel the first race.  Fingers crossed for better conditions for the 
next race at Sugar Mountain, January 8-9th.  Racing is open to all members, all ages, contact Erik 
Sandstedt if you are interested in participating!   

This month’s gathering will be on the snow!  Thursday, January 13th we will meet at Cataloochee 
Ski Area for a night session of skiing and boarding.  If you don’t ski or board, we would still love 
to have you, cozy up in the lodge or give it a go, lessons and rentals are available!  We will begin 
to  gather upstairs in the lodge in the cafeteria area around 4:45 ready to hit the snow, the         
session begins at 5pm.  Hang around after for drinks and socializing in the upstairs bar!   

 

        Cheers to 2022! 

 

Tyler Melton   

 President   

 tylermelton322@gmail.com 
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NEXT MEETING 
 

 Date:     Thursday, January 13, 2022 

          Location:  Cataloochee Ski Area 

          Time:    4:45 pm, Session at 5:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  www.ashevilleskiclub.com 

 

Our January meeting will be on Thursday the13th, 4:45 -??pm, 
at Cataloochee Ski Area, upstairs at the lodge cafeteria. Bring 
skis or boards for night skiing, or just hang out.  
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Mountain Biking at Bent Creek - Every Wednesday at 5:00pm. 
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 Gary Swinea  gswinea@yahoo.com 

 

http://www.meetup.com/
mailto:skibill@charter.net
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Newsletter Editor’s Notes 
 

What happened to our winter??? That darn COVID stole it! COVID is 

being blamed for everything that’s bad, so I’m blaming it for the      

unseasonably warm weather.  Just look at this picture from Sugar 

Mountain the first day of racing there. We just might have to invent 

some new ski wax for these ski conditions.  

Anyway, ASC members are tough, so we say... 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

We have 4 new memberships: Charly & Amy Schieren, Kendall Wick, John Williams and               

Rebecca Merrill (pictured).  

 

 

 

 

 

Keep informed of CSC trip status by visiting https://www.crescentskicouncil.org/  and check 

ASC trip status by visiting ashevilleskiclub.com and click on trips. You can also visit many 

past editions of the Avalanche by clicking Newsletter then Archives on our website. 

Tom Bushar  tbushar@gmail.com 

 

Other Reminders 

• If you are a new member, email your name and picture to me at tbushar@gmail.com       
or to Jim Baker at james_baker100@att.net. We try to feature new member names and 
pictures in the Avalanche so folks can get to know you.  

• Find out what’s going on throughout the skiing world by visiting the website:  
http://skifederation.org  and scroll down to tab called Fed News Beat. 

• If you have something that’s “fit to print” in the Avalanche,  you can email me directly at 
tbushar@gmail.com with your story and pictures. Your story does not need to be written 
in final form. I generally edit, elaborate and embellish as necessary to generate interest.  

Tom Bushar, Editor          
Asheville Avalanche 

https://www.crescentskicouncil.org/
mailto:Ashskiclub@gmail.com
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ASHEVILLE SKI CLUB LEADERSIP CONTACTS 

2021-2022 updated 8/28/21 

  

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

President   Tyler Melton  tylermelton322@gmail.com   

Vice President/Pres Elect  David Lee  tndave9@gmail.com 

Treasurer   Bill Melton   skibil@charter.net  

  Secretary   Peter Lourekas  pixbill@aol.com     

 Past President   Wayne Bailey  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com   

   

BOARD MEMBERS  

     James Baker                james_baker100@att.net     

     Jan Van Dine  janvandine@gmail.com    

     Liisa Andreassen  liisas66@gmail.com 

     John Godts  jgodts63@gmail.com    

     Andy Crum  afcrum82@gmail.com 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS    

Newsletter   Tom Bushar  tbushar@gmail.com                    

Membership   James Baker                 james_baker100@att.net    

Publicity/Webmaster   Alex Wang  alex.wang298@gmail.com    

  

CLUB TRIPS 

 Trips Chair   Wayne Bailey  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com   

 Club Trips Leaders  Jan Van Dine  janvandine@gmail.com    

     Greg Caspers  ggcaspers@gmail.com    

     Bill Melton     skibill@charter.net    

 

 RACING    

    Race Director   Erik Sandstedt                       sweski@gmail.com    

    Junior Race Captain  Doug MacMillan   dpmacmillan@earthlink.net   

   Special Olympics   Sam Lloyd   zlloyd@windstream.net    

   

CRESCENT REPRESENTATIVES 

    Crescent Rep   Wayne Bailey  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com   

    Crescent Rep   Margaret Crum   mcrum211@charter.net    

    

CRESCENT TRIPS CHAIR   Wayne Bailey  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com  
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STEAMBOAT SKI AND RACE CAMP 2021 
 

What an unusual trip and year. Asheville started out with 38 registered trip       participants, but 
due to a lack of snow, cancellation of kid’s program, and full refunds on lessons and lifts, we 
ended up with 31 people on the trip. Several new members signed up for this trip. CSC had 
269 registered and ended up with 204……participants were ready to see their old friends 
and make new ones. Over half of the entire group were first timers which tells you a lot 
about the trip. 

 

technical components than had all 
the slopes been open. Even though racers only had “stubbies” to race around, new skills 
were learned and other skills were refined. A “first” this year was a night race rather than 
the       

 
 

All the social events were held and the group stayed in new lodging- Trappeur’s Crossing! 
New also was the private sale hosted by Steamboat Torian Sports. 

 

The BBQ Dinner and Dance was held at the top of Thunderhead….delicious food and great 
music by house band SunDog! This was their first gig since 2020 and they were excited it 
was with CSC.   Several of our members walked away with door prizes. 

 

The Farewell Awards Dinner was a success as usual….some from our club walked away with 
great door prizes! 

 

Steamboat is undergoing major renovations and expansion…..next year phase 1 of a second 
gondola will be open, new terrain and more snowmaking, an ice skating rink will be 
ready…..stay tuned! 

 
Until 2022……. 
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A Fresh, New Winter Season at Sugar Mountain Resort 

  

Sugar Mountain Ski Resort, North Carolina – Tuesday, October 12, 2021 – The falling leaves, 
brisk days, and nightly temperatures near freezing are tantalizing reminders that a fresh, new winter 

season is quickly approaching and Sugar Mountain Resort's improvements and upgrades will tease the 
snow enthusiast even more. 

This season, at Sugar Mountain Resort, a new four-passenger, Doppelmayr lift will carry snow seekers 
midway up Sugar Mountain’s east side. The brand new 2,000 foot long, fixed grip chairlift, renamed 
the Big Birch chairlift, services the Big Birch slope, and provides access to Oma’s Meadow. It replaces 
the former triple Green chairlift and is the Resort’s fourth installation in six years. 

Five additional, fully automated SMI snow making machines outfitted along the tree line on Oma’s 
Meadow will compliment Mother Nature’s supply of winter’s wonderful white stuff and aim to open the 
locals’ favorite slope sooner than later. An innovative, 600W Piston Bully Winch Cat will replace an 
aging replica and ensure a reliable fleet combs the ski slopes an imperial carpet of corduroy, twice, 

every single day. 

When guests pull up by car or bus to Sugar Mountain Resort, the familiar frost heaves and frozen ruts 
of the past will barely be remembered as visitors drive over the newly paved entrance and parking lots 

around the base lodge. 

Andreas Griesbauer, a native of the Bavarian city of Neuburg on the Donau in Germany, joins the 
Sugar Mountain Resort team this autumn as the company’s graphic designer and information 
technology manager. Before joining Sugar Mountain Resort, Andreas worked for Tyrolean Airlines, 
Binder Metal Goods, and the Austrian ski resort Gschwanfkopf Lifte Seefeld. He is replacing Florian 
Kasper, who is leaving the company to develop his own business. 

All that is new this season at Sugar Mountain Resort are welcome signs that a fresh, new winter 
season is upon us. 

Sugar Mountain Resort is North Carolina’s largest snow-sports resort providing the best skiing, 
snowboarding, ice skating, tubing, and snowshoeing experience possible. Historical winter season 
opening dates and annual natural snowfall totals are found here. For opening day information please 
call 828-898-4521 or visit www.skisugar.com. 
 

### 
Contact: Kimberley Jöchl 
828-898-4521 x262 
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Three cheers for the Asheville Ski Club! 
 

Asheville Ski Club always has great ski trips and other events that all can enjoy at           
reasonable prices. 

The Zermatt, Utah Multisport Adventure trip took place in July and included whitewater 
rafting, hiking, swimming, riding trains and partying for a week.  The France ski trip and 
extension are full with 42 people; Whitefish is full with 29 people.   

We always have room on the Council trips if you don’t wait too long to sign up and this 
year in addition to the December Steamboat race camp they will be going to Sun Valley, 
Idaho, in January.   

Also, there is still room on the March club trip to Heavenly at South Lake Tahoe.  Heavenly 
is aptly named, and there is so much too do when you’re not skiing that you’ll wonder why 
we haven’t been there more often.  Plus, your Epic pass works there. 

Newly added is the ASC/OAT Real Affordable Peru trip. You don’t want to be left behind.  
It’s more fun to travel with people you know and to make new friends while you’re at it.   

Steamboat, CO Sun Valley, ID 

Meribel, FR Whitefish, MT 

Heavenly, S. Lake Tahoe, CA Peru 
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    And now, this suggestion from Jan Van Dine,,, 
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Whitefish, Montana 

February 19-26, 2022 
 

TOTAL PRICE PER GUEST: $978 

PACKAGE BREAKDOWN:  

Lodging - $643  

Ground Transfers - $23  

Lift Tickets - $312 
 

LIFT TICKETS: 5-day adult ticket valid at Whitefish Mountain.  

Alternate lift options are available as follows:  
 

Adult                                 Senior/Teen            Super Senior 

4-day Subtract $62      Subtract $97        Subtract $234  

5-day DEFAULT             Subtract $43        Subtract $215  

6-day Add $62                Add $10                 Subtract $196 

 

AMENITIES:  

• Welcome reception hosted by the property with snacks, beer, and wine. Welcome 
gift bag for each guest 

• Daily hot breakfast   

• Complimentary ski shuttles  

•  Roundtrip Baggage Handling at property *Porterage price may increase if the group 
arrives after 11 pm or departs before 7 am.  

 

GROUND TRANSFERS: Round trip transportation between Kalispell airport and the 

Lodge at Whitefish Lake. Does not include driver gratuity.  

Snow Ghosts at Whitefish 
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Here is a message from Whitefish Outfitters & Tours 

 

Hello Everyone, 

  

My name is Jess and I’m the General Manager at Whitefish Outfitters & Tours. I’m reaching out   
because we’ve (finally) put together a ski club landing page for your groups this winter. Here is 
some basic information for you guys to pass along: 

  

• Our tours will be private to your ski club, but aggregated together. Our largest vehicle is a 
14-passenger van. We can accommodate larger groups by incorporating other vehicles. 

• Fernie ski trips are possible, but we’re waiting to see what the resort is going to do in regards 
to passes, reservations, vaccination, etc before booking those trips and taking deposits.   

• Pricing for Snowmobiling and Sleigh Rides are still in the works… as is our relationship with 
the Dog Sledding outfitter. All of that pricing and information will be updated on the website 
as I receive it. 

o These trips will require significant, advanced notice- especially dog sledding, if I can 
make it happen. So please pass along to your group members- advanced booking is 
the name of the game and trip insurance is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. 

• I’m happy to put together a custom day for the group, complete with a stop for lunch. Large 
group itineraries take extra planning (as you know all-too-well), but bring on the requests! 
We’re happy to help plan. 

• Your webpage, available to all ski clubs, is www.whitefishoutfitterrs.com/skiclub Please note 
that you’ll need to type this address in, as it is not available on our main page for pricing    
reasons. 

  

From what I understand, it’s going to be a busy winter season with ski clubs this year. I’ve added a 
question in each booking- “What Ski Club are you with?” – so we’re able to keep track of everyone  

  

Feel free to reach out to me directly with questions. You will also be working closely with Hunter, 
our main reservationist, for custom trip requests. 

  

We’re looking forward to hosting your group in Whitefish this winter! 

 

Have a great week, 

 

Jess 

  

Jess O’Hearne 
General Manager 
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Plenty of things to do in South Lake Tahoe 

• Ski Heavenly Mountain 

• Snowmobiling, Dog sledding, Snowshoeing in Emerald Bay 

• 500 ft. tubing lanes that pass through gorgeous scenery 

• Casinos close by 

• M.S. Dixie II Sightseeing & Sunset Dinner Cruises 

 

Starting at $764.00.  Transfer from Reno is included. Lift ticket options will vary depending on the number of 

ski days.  Heavenly Valley Mountain participates on the EPIC ski pass. 

Easy registration via Sports America Tours.  http://asoc-laketahoe.sat.tours 

Trip leader – Bill Melton skibill@charter.net 
 

South Lake Tahoe, California/Nevada 
March 12-19, 2022 

Lake Tahoe Resort Hotel   

All room are suites with breakfast included each day 

https://www.tahoeresorthotel.com/  
 

 

Heavenly Mountain Resort is a ski 

resort located on the California–

Nevada border in South Lake Tahoe in 

the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range 

spread between California and 

Nevada. The resort has 4,800 acres. 

3,500 vertical ft. Base elevation is 

6,255 ft. and a peak elevation of 

10,067 ft.  
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“California Dreaming” 

 
 One of the coolest things about skiing Heavenly in South Lake Tahoe is skiing from      

California into Nevada and back.  As you are skiing along the mountain ridge, you look 

down one side and see spectacular views of Lake Tahoe with its beautiful deep blue water 

against the pure white snow.  Then you look on the other side into Nevada’s desert, with 

the striking difference all the more obvious. 

 Heavenly is the highest and biggest resort in Lake Tahoe, with 4,800 acres of pistes, four 

freestyle parks, widely spaced tree skiing (reportedly the best tree skiing in North America), 

snowmaking on 70% of its pistes to make the resort snow sure, great nightlife, and plenty of 

skiing for every level of skier. 

 And for non-skiers, or those on their days off?  Well, there’s the boat trip on the Tahoe 

Queen, hot air balloon rides, snow biking, snow tubing, tobogganing, ziplines, ice-skating, 

cross-country skiing and snowmobiling.  And don’t forget the shopping and 24 hour    

nightlife! 

 The days are longer in March, the sky is bluer, it’s a bit warmer, and the snow is very 

deep by then.  There is already a 3 foot base and it’s only November! 

 We’ve got great lodging in what was formerly the Embassy Suites.  Every room is a suite 

complete with a microwave and fridge.  Hot breakfasts are included and we’re a short walk 

to the gondola.  Does it get any better than this? 

 Don’t miss this chance to ski one of North America’s most beautiful resorts while          

supporting the Asheville Ski Club and joining other club members in a fantastic vacation. 

 

See you there! 
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Member Business Cards 
 

We welcome you to share your business card by having it published in the Asheville Avalanche 
monthly newsletter.  Just send a copy of your card to Tom Bushar at tbushar@gmail.com. 
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ASC/Kit Lenders Offer 

 

Kit Lenders has offered us discounts for Asheville Ski Club members to rent "soft" wear 
like jackets, pants, gloves, and helmets. Also for summer gear as well. They will give us a 
10% rebate back that goes directly to the club as a fundraiser. 

We have added the promotion to the Perks tab. 

https://www.kitlender.com/ashevilleskiclub/ to sign up. 
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GoBE Campers is a new company specializing in building affordable, lightweight      
fiberglass campers that are easy to maintain, ultra-functional, and have maximum           
storage options.  Our design and craftsmanship center around simplicity, functionality, 
and comfort.   

 

If you are interested in learning more about this unique camper trailer or renting one 
and experiencing it firsthand, please contact me. 

 

Craig DeJong                gobecampers.com 

cell  919-636-0331      Instagram.com/gobecampers     
email  craigwdejong@gmail.com   Facebook.com/gobecampers 

      

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

 


