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President’s Message  
 

Hello Asheville Ski Club members, 

We're in mid-swing of our summer season here in Asheville where the       
temperatures have been mild compared to the rest of the southeast. I was traveling in VA  
a couple of weeks ago and we were experiencing 104 temps with a heat index of 111. This 
week, Asheville is experiencing fair air quality while the piedmont of SC and NC are at           
danger levels. Great to live in western North Carolina. 

Whitefish - Wow ! Just wow ! This trip is expected to sell out before the end of summer, so 
if you haven't reserved your pillows yet, do so before we sell out. See pages 17-20. 

Spain - Greg Caspers is the Trip Leader for the club and is seeing high interest in this trip. 

Steamboat - The early bird pricing has expired, however, there are some pillows left. Last 
count, there were 200 people signed up. See Margaret Crum for details. 

Crescent's ski trip to Canada. It's sold out, however, Sports America is looking for new     
pillows. 

Warren Miller Movie - We're negotiating the space to hold this annual fun and fundraiser 
event in November. Stay tuned. If you have door prizes or know someone that would like 
to donate, please let me know. 

Croatia Adventure Trip - The first week has been filled and there are a few pillows left for 
the second week. Check-in with Jan Van Dine, if you are interested in doing some paddling, 
kayaking, biking, and hiking. 

December meeting - We will do our annual fundraiser for the Race Team and Special  
Olympics. If you have something of value to give way such as a weeks stay at a condo, 
house, art or something you think will raise money for this worthwhile cause, hold on to it 
for our December meeting.  

In closing, our August meeting will be at the Asheville Outdoor Center off Amboy Road 
from 5 - 8 pm. We'll provide the hotdogs, burgers, paper, and plastic. You can bring a      
covered dish. We'll have volleyball and cornhole for entertainment. 

Wayne Bailey  President  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com  
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NEXT MEETING 
 

 Date:     TUESDAY August 13, 2019 

          Location:  Asheville Outdoor Center 

          Time:    Buffet 5:00-8:00 pm,                                      

      Meeting 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  www.ashevilleskiclub.com 

 

Our August meeting will be held at Asheville Outdoor Center, 
521 Amboy Road, 28806. We will be under the shed. ASC will      
provide burgers, hot dogs, paper and plastic. Beer and wine for 
sale at AOC, you bring covered dish.  
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January 11-18, 2020 Sun Peaks BC CSC Trip   -   see website: 
ashevilleskiclub.com and click on trips 

February 8-15, 2020 Whitefish, MT ASC Ski Trip   -   pages 17-20 

March 14-28, 2020 Portugal & Spain CSC Trip   -   pages 21-26 

September 5-12, 2020 Croatia Trip   -   pages 27-28 

 

Mountain Biking at Bent Creek - Every Wednesday at 5:00pm. 

Meet at Ledford parking lot.                                                                                                 
 Gary Swinea  gswinea@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

http://www.meetup.com/
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Newsletter Editor’s Notes 
 

 

Here we are in the heat of the summer - and boy has it been hot! So, 

there’s no way I am going to display my picture wearing a ski sweater. 

Instead, here’s a picture of another Thomas. Our grandson and my  

namesake, Thomas Powell. He spent a week with us recently so I took  

the opportunity to introduce him to the finer things in life, like playing 

golf and shooting pool.  It was so nice to hear him say after breakfast, 

“Grampa Tom, can we go play some 9-ball?” 
 

One of the great things about being a member of the Asheville Ski Club is the schedule of   

activities that the whole family can enjoy. Linda, who no longer skis, enjoys the club trips    

as a non-skier with others in the club who ski very little or not at all. Our daughters who   

enjoy skiing have joined me on other ski trips - daughter Lauren in 2014 at Jackson Hole 

WY, Leslie in 2018 at Park City/Deer Valley UT and Amy (Thomas’ mom) in 2019 at Steam-

boat Springs CO.  

Linda and I will be going on the ASC trip to Whitefish MT this coming season. Should be a 

blast - especially considering the Winter Carnival festivities and parade.  See pages 17-20!   

 

Editor’s Correction: It is not very often that your Avalanche editor makes 

a mistake, being a stickler for accuracy. But, lo and behold it happened 

in the July edition when I mistakenly identified new member Christine 

Shook as Catherine Shook. Here she is again, properly labeled: 

 

 

 

Some Other Reminders 

• If you are a new member please try to get another member to take your picture at         
any ASC meeting and email it to me at tbushar@gmail.com or to Jim Baker  at                               
james_baker100@att.net. We try to feature new member names and pictures in the           
Avalanche so folks can get to know you.  

• Find out what’s going on throughout the skiing world by visiting the website:  
http://skifederation.org  and scroll down to tab called Fed News Beat. 

• If you have something that’s “fit to print” in the Avalanche,  you can email me directly at 
tbushar@gmail.com with your story and pictures. Your story does not need to be written 
in final form. I generally edit, elaborate and embellish as necessary to generate interest.  

 

Christine Shook 

Thomas Powell, grandson 
of Tom Bushar,      
Avalanche Editor  

mailto:Ashskiclub@gmail.com
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ASHEVILLE SKI CLUB LEADERSIP CONTACTS 

  

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

President  Wayne Bailey  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com  828-275-4566  

Vice President/Pres Elect Dwight Moore  dwightmoore@msn.com   828-243-3437 

Past President  Bill Melton     skibill@charter.net   828-243-4366 

Treasurer  Kay Haskell   Haskellkm@gmail.com   610-613-4858 

Secretary  Peter Lourekas  pixbill@aol.com    828-772-9320 

   

BOARD MEMBERS  

   James Baker                james_baker100@att.net   978-424-1950    

   Doug MacMillan   dpmacmillan@earthlink.net  828-545-9951 

   Ken Porter-Shirley         kennethps@gmail.com           828-337-0326 

   Jan Van Dine  janvandine@gmail.com   828-231-0297 

   Peggy Ayers  Dotyay@aol.com    828-772-2856 

   

ACTIVITY DIRECTORS    

Newsletter  Tom Bushar  tbushar@gmail.com                   828-254-4108 

Membership  James Baker                 james_baker100@att.net   978-855-9335    

Publicity/Webmaster  Alex Wang  alex.wang298@gmail.com   828-246-1160 

  

Club Trips Chair  Wayne Bailey  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com  828-275-4566 

  

Club Trips Leaders Jan Van Dine  janvandine@gmail.com   828-275-4327 

   Greg Caspers  ggcaspers@gmail.com   970-445-7041 

   Bill Melton     skibill@charter.net   828-243-4366 

   Wayne Bailey  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com  828-275-4566 

    Dwight Moore  dwightmoore@msn.com   828-243-3437 

 

RACING    

   Race Director  Erik Sandstedt                       sweski@gmail.com   828-242-1540  

   Junior Race Captain Doug MacMillan   dpmacmillan@earthlink.net  828-545-9951 

   Special Olympics Sam Lloyd   zlloyd@windstream.net   864-384-4546 

   

Crescent Rep  Dwight Moore  dwightmoore@msn.com   828-243-3437 

Crescent Trips:  Wayne Bailey  wayne_bailey642@hotmail.com  828-275-4566 
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Membership Dues Reminder 
 

A seasonal reminder--Your annual ski club dues should be paid by November 1.  All           
present and future members must fill out an application and pay the fee simultaneously   
by November's monthly meeting. Jim Baker, the membership chair is always willing to            
accept membership payments and membership forms at the monthly meeting (from March 
through November.) 

  

You can pay your dues by going to the membership link on the club’s website.  Then make 
a choice:   

·         Pay by check after printing out the membership form, or 

·         Pay by credit card by selecting the type of membership.  

  

If you are planning to race or participate on an Asheville Ski Club or a Crescent Ski             
Council trip, you must be a current member.  Our club sends part of your membership  
dues to the Crescent Ski Council which provides some insurance on trips and gives each 
member access to the many programs and benefits.   

 

Medical Form Requirement  

 

For all trip participants we need you to fill out a medical form and put it in an envelope 
with your name on the outside. We request you to seal it and give it to your trip leader 
when you arrive on location. This is solely to help you in case of emergency. If not used,   
we will either return it to you or destroy it. This form appears on the following page.  
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July 9th Monthly Meeting  

 

Our July meeting was held at McCormick Field in the Ingles covered pavilion. Everyone 
enjoyed the free buffet and the cash bar. We sat in Section B and enjoyed a lopsided   
Tourists win!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 13th Monthly Meeting  

 

Our August meeting will be held at Asheville Outdoor Center, 521 Amboy Road, 28806. We 
will be under the shed. ASC provides hot dogs, paper and plastic. Beer and wine for sale at 
AOC, you bring covered dish.  

 

Cindy Spain & William Kringle Beloved Mr. Moon 

Beloved Ted E. 

Pat & Lia Reagan win cool T-shirt 

The ASC Mob 
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Member Business Cards 
 

We welcome you to share your business card by having it published in the Asheville Avalanche 
monthly newsletter.  Just send a copy of your card to Tom Bushar at tbushar@gmail.com. 
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Member’ Ski Gear For Sale 

 
 

For sale. K2 burning love 153cm w/Marker bindings  

             Maintained, good condition $200.00 

                Jacquie Wollins. Jwollins5@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For “sale” to anyone who will make a $10 donation to ASC.                                                    
Nordica Men’s Ski Boots size 29.5 

             Tom Hunter: Th@hunterautogroup.com 
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Omega Ski Tuning Pricing 
 

Omega Ski Tuning  
 

           Tuning - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cost 

 

  

❏ Wax - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $15 
- Clean base, brush off excess wax, hot wax, and scrape 

❏ Wax and edge - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $25/20* 

❏ * If you have received tuning from Omega Ski Tuning BEFORE, circle this  

❏ New ski tune** - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $25 
- Set edge, sidewall setback, hot wax and scrape 

❏ Rough ski tune/rusty  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $35 
- Clean up edge, wax and scrape 

 

 

** Fill in this section if you have a new ski 
 

 Do you know what angle you want on the edge? 

  2°   3° 
Recommend 3° 

 

 

 

Note: Prices vary with condition of skis 

 

 
Cashion Porter-Shirley 

Email: cashionps@gmail.com 
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CRESCENT SKI COUNCIL  

 

CSC TRIPS FOR 2019 AND 2020 
 

Below are the dates and important info that you need to know.   
 

DECEMBER 7-14, 2019   STEAMBOAT SKI/BOARD AND RACE CAMP 

****Early Bird ONLINE sign up begins June 1 for the first 70 people.....$1198... after the first 
70, lodging increases significantly due to management and The Lodge HOA .Tour op has no 
control of HOA etc.,  DO NOT PROCRASTINATE as you may end up without a condo. 
 

JANUARY 11-18, 2020   SUN PEAKS RESORT, BRITISH COLUMBIA 

This is the 2nd largest ski resort in Canada, 4000 acres.  Lots of non skiing activities (hockey 
games, ice skating, cross country, sleigh rides etc),  22 seats out of Greenville on United at 
$323!  All lodging is ski-in, ski-out. ONLINE REGISTRATION BEGINS JUNE 1. Price is $1350 for 
7 nights lodging (6 Sun Peaks, 1 Vancouver), RT transfers from Vancouver, 5 day lift ticket, 
plus CSC activities (welcome, mt lunch, farewell).  

Online Registration through SAT for both Steamboat and Sun Peaks is 
at:  www.sportsamerica.com/csctrips.   
 

MARCH 17-25, 2020  GRANADA AND SIERRA NEVADA SPAIN WITH TOURREMOLINOS Costa 
del Sol (beach) and  extensions to LISBON PORTUGAL (March 14-18)  and BARCELONA            
( March 25-28).  See details in later pages of this newsletter.  

This trip is being run by Holidaze (they ran club trip to Japan) This is considered an             
adventure trip for the council.  Skiing is optional, daily tour packages (Gibraltar, Cordoba, 
Alahambra, Alpujarra, Nerja -just to name a few -will be available). You can basically do all 3 
components of the trip , or just 1…..lots of choices! REGISTRATION WILL BEGIN JUNE 1 and 
at this point there is no online registration… hopefully,  they may have it up and running. 
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Wonderful Whitefish! 

3808 Big Mountain Rd, Whitefish, MT 59937 

February 8-15, 2020, ASC Trip contact: 
http://asoc-whitefish.SAT.Tours 
 

Wayne Bailey, Bill Melton and Jan Van Dine will 
all be on board to help make this trip the best    
ever.  The trip to Whitefish, Montana near the 
Glacier International Park will be priced well    
under $900!   Non-skiers, children under 6 and 
adults over 70 can deduct $305 for lift tickets.    

Our two 4**** hotel picks both have spas, pools, fitness centers and great locations.  The 
Lodge at Whitefish Lake was featured on The Bachelor, it is so romantic.  The Firebrand in 
town is convenient to all that Whitefish has to offer.  The Winter Carnival will be taking 
place when we arrive. Rooms in both hotels have walk-in showers as well as separate           
soaking tubs.  Robes and slippers, mini fridges, coffee makers, hot tubs, fitness centers, spas 
and restaurants are in each of our luxury hotels.  

 We have reserved 30 suites at The Lodge at Whitefish Lake, and 20 deluxe rooms at the 
Firebrand Hotel in town.  Both provide a shuttle to each resort or to the slopes. 

Get On Board! Come on and join all your friends and skiing buddies for this affordable       
luxury trip.  The link you want is: http://asoc-whitefish.SAT.Tours 
 

Whitefish ski resort has also been awarded accolades.  Here are a few: 

#11 top ski resort in N. America by SKI magazine, 2016 

Best in the US--Where to Visit in 2017 by Lonely Planet, 2016 

Best Ski Town, USA Today Top 10, Nov. 2016 

Best Ski Resorts in the Rockies, Outside Online, 2015 

Top 10 Winter Carnivals in the World, National Geographic Traveler 

10 Best Small Towns in America, Men's Journal, 2014 

 

Whitefish is 3,000 acres large with 105 groomed trails, plus plenty of powder and tree runs, 
and four terrain parks. 
 

You don't need a passport and you support our own economy.  So sign up now to get the   
hotel of your choice. 
 

"Young men and babies, 

Grab the old ladies. 

Everyone goes. 

Everyone knows 

it's fun in the snow! 

Hallelujah!"                                     (apologies to Neil Diamond) 
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Wonderful Whitefish for Non-Skiers (and also Skiers)! 
 

Howdy, Amigos! 
 

With more than 70 people signed up already for Whitefish, I've noticed a dozen or so    
non-skiers.  I expect we'll have at least 20 non-skiers, and skiers taking off a day or two 
for a break.  With that in mind, I have put together a possible agenda which, of course, is 
optional. Here is my proposed agenda: 
 

Saturday, arrival;  go into town to catch the evening's festivities at the Winter Carnival. 
 

Sunday, meet at The Firebrand to go witness the Penguin Plunge and the carnival parade.  
The welcome reception will be this evening in The Lodge. 
 

Monday, tour the town to see the shops, galleries and museums, including the Museum of 
the Plains Indians.  Hundreds of artists call Whitefish home.  Check out the Hockaday    
Museum of Art and the Sunti World Art Gallery. 
 

Tuesday, let's go snowmobiling!  With enough interest, we can get a group discount.        
Or,   if that doesn't appeal to you, go dogsledding, indoor ice-skating, take a ski plane tour,  
outdoor laser tag, ice fishing behind The Lodge (they provide a heated shanty and all 
equipment), fat tire snow biking on specially groomed trails, tour one or more of the    
dozen breweries or work out in the hotel fitness rooms. 
 

Wednesday we can go on a sleigh ride.  Cookies and hot beverages are served, or you can 
go all out and have a full meal.  Later  that evening, have a $10 burger and beer combo at 
the Boat Club. 
 

Thursday will be an urban scavenger hunt and the winning person or team will receive a 
bottle of wine.  Skiers will have a mountain scavenger hunt so they also have a chance to 
win a bottle of wine.  Enjoy live jazz at the Boat Club later. 
 

Friday (Valentine's Day) pick up a pair of snowshoes at The Lodge and walk the Candy 
Cane trail in the nature preserve behind the Lodge, then treat yourself to a hot toddy, 
lunch, a massage and the hot tub.  The Boat Club will be having dinner specials this      
evening and you can take in a play later at the Alpine Theater Company in the Whitefish 
Performing Arts Center (beside the Firebrand) or the O'Shaughnessy Cultural Arts Center 
with its Whitefish Theater Company. 
 

I'll bet you had no idea there was so much to do in Whitefish! 
 

For skiers, there are 105 marked trails, four terrain parks (one has a 350' half-pipe), les-
sons and rental equipment, complimentary ski guides, a bordercross (I love those things!) 
snowcat back country skiing, 3000+ acres with 300+ inches of snowfall, night skiing, and 
magnificent views from the top of the Glacier Chaser Lift. 

 

See you there!  Jan  
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Wonderful Whitefish 
 

What's Not To Love? 
 

Haven't signed up yet for the club's Wonderful Whitefish! trip?  There are still rooms 
available, though they are filling fast.  Here are 10 good reasons this is the trip you want 
for this year.  
 

1.   No passport needed (save $120 and a lot of hassle) 

2.   No monetary exchange rate to worry about. 

3.   No long flight followed by a long drive 

4.   No strange food (except mountain oysters.  Stay away from those!) 

5.   Luxury you can count on 

6.   Snow you can count on 

7.   The low altitude of 3,000 feet in town makes sleeping so easy, like being at home 

8.   A great program for non-skiers 

9.   A great mountain with great guides for skiers 

10.  Ski with your Asheville friends during peak season 
 

So why haven't you signed up yet?  The price is great.  What's not to love? 
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Did You Ever Have to Make Up Your Mind? 
 

    Did you ever have to make up your mind? 

    And pick up on one and leave the other behind? 

    It's not often easy, it's not often kind. 

    Did you ever have to make up your mind? 

 

    Did you ever have to finally decide? 

    And say yes to one and let the other one ride. 

 

       --The Lovin' Spoonful 

 

So many great choices, so little time and money!  Our trips this year are varied, making    
a decision really tough.  Most are Crescent Council trips (Steamboat race camp in early   
December; Sun Peaks, Canada in mid-January;  Spain in mid to late March) but the one 
that stands out most is our own club trip to Whitefish, Montana.  All the trips are open 
and are filling fast. 

 

If you still haven't decided on a ski trip, be sure to come to the September club meeting 
where we will have information, handouts, giveaways and more about Whitefish! 

 

Join Wayne Bailey, Bill Melton, Jan Van Dine and 70+ of your fellow club members on this 
great trip during peak ski season.  Make friends with new members who have joined just 
because this trip is such a super deal.   

 

We still have about 25 openings (as of mid-July), and some seats left on roundtrip air out 
of Asheville for $573 taking us straight into Kalispell (no long bus rides!). 

 

Don't be left behind!  Now is the time to make up your mind. 

 

See you in September! 

 

Jan Van Dine 
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Crescent Ski Council Presents Portugal & SPAIN! 

 
CONTACT GREG CASPERS for more info:                                            
ggcaspers@gmail.com, 970-445-7041  

 

March 14-28, 2020: CSC Spain   (These dates are a       
combination of the Pre, Base, & Post Trips dates) 

March 14-March 17: Pre-trip to Lisbon, Portugal:    
$640 pp double, $890 single 

March 17-March 25: Main trip to Granada &                
Torremolinos, Spain: $1141 pp double, $1526 single 

March 25-March 28: Post-trip to Barcelona:               
$752 pp double, $1095 single 

 

ENROLLMENT IS NOW OPEN -  See Form Below.   
PLEASE NOTE: THERE IS NO ONLINE SIGNUP FOR THIS 
ADVENTURE. 

 

Main Trip Includes: 

Round Trips Ground Transfer from/to Malaga Airport  

5 nights stay in Granada @ the 4 Star Hotel Carmen 

Welcome Orientation 

3 days of transfers to the Sierra Nevada Ski Area 

Breakfast Daily 

4 nights of Group Dinners 

Ground Transfer to Torremolinos 

2 nights stay @ the 4 Star Hotel Melia Costa del Sol 

Daily Breakfast 

Local Taxes 

Passport Cases & Luggage Tags 

 

Options: 

Group Air in/out of Malaga. Air travel pricing is currently under way and will depend on 
how many people sign up for which available options. Stay tuned!  

3 Days of Skiing @ Sierra Nevada Ski Resort 

Daily Group Excursions to: Alpujarra, Cordoba, Alhambra Palace, Granada City Tour,               
Nerja Caves & the tropical Coast, & Gibralter (from Torremolinos) 
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Portugal and Spain (continued) 
 

Pre-Trip to Lisbon, Portugal Includes: 

Transfers between Airport and Hotel Portugal and Granada 

3 nights star @ 4 Star Hotel Mundial (Not Included: $2/City tax) 

Daily Breakfast 

Half Day City tour with an English Speaking guide 

Air Travel between Portugal and Malaga 
 

Post Trip to Barcelona Includes: 

Bus Transfer between Torremolinos & Malaga w/ luggage transfers 

High Speed Train Transfer from Malaga & Barcelona 

Transfer from Train Station to 4 Star Avenida Palace Hotel for a 3 night stay 

Daily hotel Breakfast 

Half Day City Tour with English Speaking Guide 

Transfer from Hotel to airport 
 

Options:  

Group Air for Pre and Post Trips 

CONTACT GREG CASPERS: ggcaspers@gmail.com, 970-445-7041 for more info 
 

CSC Spain & Portugal March 2020 Important Update  
 

I have been informed that some clubs have been sending in their forms and deposits as they 
were received instead of gathering them up and waiting until the end of August to send them 
in. So far about 75 have signed up for the trip. 
 

So that we are guaranteed our spaces PLEASE SEND ME YOUR FORMS AS SOON AS YOU CAN. 
(Greg Caspers 97 Cove Creek Ln., Weaverville,  NC. 28787). Please email me as soon as you 
know you are coming on the trip so I get a handle on our numbers (ggcaspers@gmail.com). 
The forms are posted on our website. Everyone in the ASC who has signed up so far has        
selected both the pre and post trips. And remember the $$deposit is fully refundable up to 90 
days before the trip. And also remember to check your passport expiration dates. 
 

The Council's departure hubs so far are Atlanta and Raleigh, so I am working with Sean at 
Holidaze to get us flights out of either AVL or GSP to the hubs. 
 

I am SO looking forward to this adventure with you. And I'll do everything I can to make it a 
safe, seamless and FUN one! 
 

Greg 
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Croatia Multi-Sport Trip for 2020 
 

You asked, we listened. 

 

For two years people have asked me for an active adventure in Croatia during the warm 
months.  It has taken me this long to find the perfect trip, but I finally have it. 

 

The trip is a small group adventure (maximum of 16) and begins in Dubrovnik, Croatia, 
includes a visit to Mostar in Bosnia and Herzkovenia, the Krka National Park, Plitvice 
Lakes National Park, Split and the Elaphiti Islands.  We will sea kayak, cycle, hike, raft and 
canoe from Dubrovnik to Zagreb through forests, caves, lakes, waterfalls and rapids.  We 
will also take a boat and train ride as well as our own private coach. 

 

The trip is 8 days and includes 15 meals, all equipment, lodging, taxes, insurance, a guide 
and ground transfers.  Since the trip is more than a year away, I only have an estimate of 
the cost, between $1350 and $1550, without air. 

 

The first group of 16 has already filled with people who have been asking for this trip.  
However, some of you may want to go and didn't think to ask.  For this reason, we will run 
a second group back to back with the first trip and we have 14 spaces available at this 
time.  The second trip will run from Sept. 5-12, 2020. 

 

You probably already know that Dubrovnik is the place where the Game of  Thrones is 
filmed. 

 

Please let me know if you are seriously interested in this trip. 

 

Jan VanDine  janvandine@gmail.com 


